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RESULTS not RHETORIC on the Environment

When elected to the Seattle City Council, Joe Szwaja will produce
results, not rhetoric, on the environment.  He will tackle pressing
issues and make bold decisions.

• Unlike his opponent, Jean Godden, Joe refuses to take cash from corporate polluters
and land developers.  Vulcan, Waste Management, Inc., Nucor Steel (ranked 14th most
toxic corporation in the U.S. by the Political Economy Research Institute at UMass), and
Holland America Lines (a repeat offender, fined for the illegal dumping of sewage in our
waterways) know how Godden votes, and they’ve rewarded her with thousands of dollars
in campaign contributions.

• Joe recognizes that we need to refocus our transportation system from one centered
around moving single-occupancy vehicles to one focused on moving people and
freight. Joe supports investments in bus rapid transit and other cost-effective solutions to
reduce gridlock and carbon emissions.

With nearly 90% of Seattle’s energy coming from carbon-neutral hydroelectricity, cars generate
the bulk of our greenhouse gas emissions.

• Like the Sierra Club, Joe opposes RTID—a pork-barrel project that would add 74
miles of pavement and hold transit dollars hostage to road construction.  Yet another
boondoggle supported by Godden, RTID fails to take global climate change seriously.

• Joe always opposed the Mayor’s $5 billion waterfront tunnel and would like to replace
the Viaduct with a surface-transit option like that endorsed by the People’s Waterfront
Coalition.

Joe Szwaja has been a steadfast advocate for the
environment.  On the Madison, Wisconsin city council from 1986-1993, Joe passed
critical legislation to protect wetlands and open spaces, and promoted legislation to fight sprawl.

Since arriving in Seattle 15 years ago, Joe has raised significant funds for causes such as I-937,
which established renewable energy standards statewide, and testified for sane transportation
alternatives.  As a public high school teacher, he initiated one of the first classes on global
climate change in the Seattle Public Schools and inspired many students to act on climate; his
school reduced energy usage by over 20% as a result.


